
ENGADINE SCHOOLS ATHLETIC CODE (revised 6/10/2020) 
 
I. GOALS OF INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETES 
Interscholastic athletics provide opportunities for learning experiences difficult to duplicate in 
other school activities. Athletics allow students to excel individually within a team setting. 
Interscholastic athletics promote the following objectives: 
 

A.  To provide opportunities for interscholastic competition. 
B.  To provide activities that promote a positive school environment. 
C.  To assist athletes to develop positive health habits, proper hygiene, and safety. 
D.  To encourage friendships between teammates and opponents. 
E.   To provide opportunities to develop good sportsmanship. 
F.   To develop positive attitudes regarding teamwork, discipline, cooperation, and having fun. 
G.  To help athletes realize that participation in interscholastic athletics is a privilege with 
accompanying responsibilities. 
H.  To provide activities through sports that will build self-discipline, loyalty, team play, 
personal pride, respect for others, and the desire to perform to one’s maximum ability. 
 
II. EXPECTATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR ATHLETES 
 
A. Participation in interscholastic athletics is a privilege, not a right. It is extended to all 
student athletes who are willing to assume certain responsibilities. All provisions of this athletic 
code govern those students who participate in interscholastic athletics, twenty-four (24) hours a 
day, twelve months per year. With the privilege of wearing the Engadine Schools’ uniform 
comes added responsibility.  Behavior in all settings is expected to be appropriate. 
Inappropriate behaviors or actions, and/or excessive absences will result in loss of playing time.  
 
B. Definition of a student athlete: An athlete enrolled in Engadine Junior or Senior high school 
becomes an athlete on the first day that he/she begins practice and signs the Athletic Code for 
any sport offered by the district. From this day forward the student will be considered an athlete 
until that student graduates from our high school. 
 
C. Expectations of Engadine Athlete: 

1.  Display appropriate decision-making skills by not using alcohol, drugs, tobacco, vaping, 
and other illegal substances. 

2.  Demonstrate good sportsmanship. 
3.  Show respect/empathy for others 
4.  All athletes, when practicing for sports, must wear appropriate garments to cover their 

bodies. 
5.  Meet all MHSAA and Engadine Consolidated Schools eligibility requirements. 
6.  Be responsible for school-issued equipment or the replacement cost of damaged, stolen, 

and/or lost equipment. Uniforms from the previous season must be returned in order to 
participate in future seasons.  

7.  Use socially acceptable language. 
8.  Abide by all school rules and regulations, regardless of age or legal status. 



 
 
III. REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL STUDENT ATHLETES 
 
A.  Every student athlete must pass a physical examination and have the examination form on  
      file in the high school office before that student can participate in any athletic contest,  
      scrimmage, or practice. 
B.  Medical insurance is a requirement to participate in any sport provided by Engadine 

Consolidated Schools. 
C.  To participate in an athletic contest a student athlete must have a minimum 60% grade in all  
      classes. 

1. Student Academic Eligibility: All student athletes must submit to a weekly eligibility 
check. If a student is not passing all classes when checked, the following will occur. 

 

* Step One:  Warning to improve grade 
* Step Two:  Ineligible to play/may practice/may attend tutoring  
* Step Three: Ineligible to play or practice/must attend tutoring  
* Step Four:  Off Team 

Students can only move up or down one step per week.  
a) Eligibility for probationary student athletes will be determined weekly (every Monday).           

Once a student athlete has been determined ineligible, it will be the responsibility of that               
athlete and his/her coach to monitor their academic performance and bring them back up              
to the minimum requirement.  

      b)  A student athlete must pass five of six classes in a quarter or they will be declared  
            ineligible for the following quarter. This includes no play, practice, or travel.  
     c)  A student entering the ninth grade for the first time, except for those whose eligibility  
          advanced, may compete without reference to his or her record in the eighth grade. See 
          MHSAA Regulation 3, Section 2 (C) 

D.  Attendance- A student must be in attendance at least a half a game day. Students must attend  
      school to attend practice sessions.  Exceptions to this rule will require prior notification to  
      the AD, and/or Superintendent.  An unexcused absence of any amount of time will render a  
      student ineligible for that day.  

1. Should a student be assigned disciplinary consequences, including detention, ISS, 
   Saturday School, STS, or LTS, for game day they will not be allowed to practice,  

participate, dress or travel with the team.  
      2.   Students assigned a half day ISS, Saturday School, or STS, excused half day absence, or 

   absent for a half day for extenuating circumstances will be allowed to practice, play, and  
travel to all games home and away. Students assigned half day ISS or STS for serious   
misconduct i.e. fighting, multiple infractions, threats against students and staff,  
drug/alcohol infractions etc., after consultation with the AD, will not be allowed to  
participate, practice, travel or play.  

      3.   All disciplinary penalties impacting student eligibility must be carried out at the next  
   available athletic contest or practice. 



 
IV. TRAINING RULES. 
  

A.  Multi-school meets or tournaments count as one contest when on one day.  
B.  Suspension will carry over into the next participating sport, if necessary. Note: Section VII 

guidelines will be used to determine the duration of the student athlete’s suspension.  
C.  Coaches reserve the right to establish additional rules and regulations deemed appropriate by the 

Athletic Director. 
D.  The school reserves the right to test for drugs/alcohol.  
E.  The school reserves the right to require medical authorization/approval as a condition for 

continued athlete participation.  
F.   Student athletes and their parents/guardians are expected to sign a form signifying that they 

understand and will comply with all athletic rules and regulations. Failure to do so will prevent 
their student athlete from participating in interscholastic sports. 

G.  An athlete must at all times refrain from any conduct that would reflect unfavorably on 
himself/herself, team, or school. Conduct which would reflect unfavorably on an athlete, team, or 
school includes but is not limited to any violation of state laws, local ordinances, or district 
policies or procedures, such as:  

1. Disrespect of staff or students.  
2. Vandalism  
3. Theft  
4. Physical violence  
5. Harassment/coercion  
6. Profanity/obscenity (verbal/gesture)  
7. Insubordination  
8. Illegal use, possession/distribution/sale of a controlled substance.  Controlled substances 

are defined but not limited to alcohol, steroids, prescription drugs, inhalant, or any 
narcotic drug.  

9. Possession of drug paraphernalia: pipes, rolling papers, etc. 
10. Possession/use/distribution and/or sale of cigarettes/tobacco products, or vaping devices. 

 
Note: The Superintendent/Principal will communicate to the AD and/or coaches all student 
athlete misconduct infractions that result in ISS, Saturday School, STS, or LTS in a timely 
fashion. 
 
V. DUAL SPORT PARTICIPATION 
Students may participate in two sports in the same season.  Participating in dual sports is an 
opportunity and a privilege.  To participate, a student must have passed all classes the previous 
semester.  The student athlete must be in communication with both coaches of the sports 
involved always to manage scheduling conflicts for both practices and contests.  
 

VI. HANDLING ATHLETIC TRAINING RULE VIOLATIONS 
Any student athlete reported for a violation will have his or her parents/guardians notified. A 
meeting will then be scheduled with that student, their parent, the coach, and the Athletic 
Director or designee. At this meeting the student will be notified of the infraction, allowed to 



explain their side of the story (including supportive witnesses), be informed of what 
administrative consequences are to be assigned, and informed of the appeal process. The appeal 
process can be found in Section VIII. of this document under Due Process Hearing.  

 
      Social Media 
      Playing and competing for Engadine Schools is a privilege.  Student athletes are held in high 

regard and are role models in the community. As student leaders, they have a responsibility 
to portray the team, school and themselves in a positive manner always.  With the popularity 
of social media, athletes should be aware that their accounts can be easily accessed by other 
people.  Inappropriate materials can cause harm to the athlete and others.  Inappropriate 
material can include: 

● Photos, videos, comments or posts showing the personal use of alcohol, drugs and 
tobacco 

● Photos, videos, and comments that are of a sexual nature 
● Photos, videos, comments or posts that condone drug-related activity 
● Unsportsmanlike activity including threats and taunts against other schools, coaches 

or teammates 
 

VII. CONSEQUENCES OF ATHLETIC HANDBOOK VIOLATIONS  
A. Possession/Use/Distribution/Sale of controlled substances/tobacco products. As it applies to 
controlled substances (Section IV) Training Rules, subgroup A, constitutes a violation. 
 

1. First Violation 
a) Loss of ten percent (10%) of scheduled contests for that sport/season. 
b) Loss of any conference, regional, or state awards voted on by the conference, coaches, 
Athletic Directors, etc., and includes media-related awards, for the sport that student is 
presently participating in or, if not involved in a sport, will be subject to these conditions in 
the next sport he/she participates in. 
c) The student athlete agrees to participate in drug/alcohol assessment and participate in a 
community-based drug/alcohol awareness class/program at that student’s expense. Failure to 
comply with the above conditions will eliminate that student from further athletic 
participation for the remainder of the school year. 
d) The student athlete shall participate in try-outs with permission from the AD and coach. 
e) The student athlete will be allowed to participate in any exhibition (scrimmage) contest at 
the discretion of the coach/AD. 
f) Throughout the duration of the suspension the athlete may be required to accompany the 
team to all scheduled contests and will be located on the team bench.  The athlete will not be 
suited for any of the games. 
g) A student athlete who has distributed/sold drugs, alcohol, or other controlled substances 
will be removed from the team for one (athletic) school year, pending appeal to the 
superintendent. 
 
2. Second Violation 
a) Loss of 50% of all scheduled games.  
b) b-f as above. 



 
 
3.Third Violation 
a) The loss of twelve (12) months of scheduled contests 
b) Loss of any awards for the sport of participation 
c) Student athletes may practice or participate in try-outs with permission from the Athletic 
Director and coach.  
d) Student athletes shall not participate in any exhibition (scrimmage included) contest. 
e) During the duration of the violation the student athlete will not be able to attend 
any of the scheduled contests. 
 
4. Fourth Violation 
a) Loss of participation privileges for the remainder of that student athlete’s high school 
eligibility.  

 
Note: For all of Section VI Suspensions they shall be rounded to the nearest whole number. In 
the case where the suspension rounds down to the nearest whole number the athlete cannot be a 
starter for the first contest after that suspension. 
 
VIII. DUE PROCESS HEARING 
All student athletes are entitled to a due process hearing. A due process hearing allows an 
athlete to appeal a discipline decision. Five coaches and the athletic director chair a due process 
hearing. The head coach of the sport that student is participating in is not one the coaches on the 
panel. A due process hearing must be requested within ten calendar days of the infraction date. 
If that day falls on a weekend, the appeal process will be extended to the next business day. The 
opinion of the panel will be final, pending appeal to the Superintendent. 
 
IX. SELF-DISCLOSURE 
Definition: Self-disclosure involves a student athlete voluntarily disclosing to a coach, teacher 
or staff person their personal problem with drug, alcohol, or other substance use and/or abuse 
(dependency). It is an effort on the part of the student athlete to seek assistance in dealing with a 
personal problem. Admitting to drug, alcohol, or substance use or abuse (dependency) after 
being confronted or investigated by school or law enforcement is not considered self-disclosure. 
Requirement: Self-Disclosure requires a response on the part of the athlete to remediate their 
personal problem by seeking assessment and treatment through a licensed drug/alcohol 
counselor or agency and participating in a treatment plan. Successful adherence to the treatment 
plan is a necessary precondition to athletic participation. Monitoring of the plan will be a joint 
effort between the athlete, coach, counselor, parent, and Athletic Director. 
 
X.  TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM OUT-OF-TOWN ATHLETIC EVENTS 
Transportation of the athlete to and from athletic events is the responsibility of the parent. 
Engadine Consolidated Schools no longer provides transportation to athletic events. 
 
Failure to comply with the athletic transportation policy will result in student suspension from 
10% of athletic contests.  



 
No student is allowed to drive himself/herself/or other students to any district-sponsored 
event.  An exception may be made by the Superintendent on an individual basis provided the 
student has written parental permission. 
 
When students need to leave school early for an athletic event, a parent must sign the student out 
in the main office.  If a student is riding with a parent of another student, a student must have a 
note from their parent to leave school with the other student’s parent.  The transporting parent 
should sign those students out in the main office. 
 
On occasion due to location or timing of an event, a bus may be provided for a small fee per 
player.  In this instance, students will not be required to sign out.  
 


